The patently "obvious facts of the situation are such
that no man can resist the appeal to serve the State
in war. The would-be objector can produce no argu-
ment which is not rejected out of hand by over 99 per
cent of his fellow men.1 And this is because, in relation
to the tasks and the dangers of war, we are all in the
same boat. And there is no answer to the charge that
those who will not serve are not pulling their full
weight. They cannot point to any others in the boat
who, while most man the oars, merely sit back and
watch the engine.

Now we have to say "Bright prospects will open
before you if you forget yourself and Serve Humanity
in Peace." It is the easiest thing in the world, as I shall
show in a moment, to make this more intensely exciting
than anything which man has held out to himself in
any time past. But in addition we have to make it true.
We have to create the situation in which the patently
obvious facts will be such that no man can resist the
appeal. We must so order our life that the would-be
objector can produce no argument that will not be
rejected out of hand by his fellows. If wre can create
the situation in which even the conscientious objector
will be an impossibility, so much the better.

We have to face the" fact that under the present
organization of society the appeal to Serve Humanity
in Peace breaks down because, in relation to the tasks
and the opportunities oft peace, we are not- in the same
boat. We cannot answer the man who declines to pull
his weight on the grounds that while-he is asked to

1 The fact that the conscientious objector sincerely thinks
he has good grounds for objecting makes no difference. Consider-
able numbers of people respect his sincerity, but over 99 per cent
reject his argument.

43